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Opening Statement.
The society in which we live in today is steered and governed by a governing system which is aimed at catering to the people’s best interest (welfare of the people), however it is failing to do so. The most primary mandate of our government is to protect as well as abide by the constitutional rights of its people especially in a democratic country such as South Africa. It has become a gruesome reality to see just how far corruption has gone to sabotage our success as a nation by undermining our constitutional rights through the exploitation of power. We have now become victims of a corrupt society which has robbed millions of South Africans, of the opportunity to establish their futures on a firm foundation by tarnishing our 
The real line of argumentation here lies in whether or not corruption is more so of a moral issue than it is a legal issues and as team Scythe we take the stance that corruption is a moral issue. 

Identification of problem.
The question that needs to be answered first is what is corruption? And how does it have a direct link with morals? In philosophical or moral discussions, corruption is moral impurity or deviation from an ideal (in this case it would be the well-being of society). Corruption may include many activities like bribery embezzlement, fraud, money laundering or misuse of funds. Most importantly government or political corruption occurs when an office holder or other governmental employee acts in an official capacity for personal gain.
Then secondly we need to establish the moral obligation the government has to the well-being of our country thus we need to define exactly what morality is and how it is relevant and applicable to the current  predicament of determining how the government is failing us. In very basic and in perplexed terms morality is the principle of distinguishing the difference between what is right and what is wrong or with preference to interpretation, what is good and what is bad. This is a basic denotation (by definition) of exactly what morality is and in the context of the motion given, the connotation of immorality in this context, would have to be the direct misuse of the country’s finances, mismanagement of finances at schools, embezzlement, theft and fraud. All five of these are a way to directly steal from the poor, which infringes on the people’s basic social rights. Therefore morally speaking what is good in context with the motion is the well-being of society and therefore whatever goes against that is morally incorrect.

Who is to be held accountable?

Our governing system, officials and government employees ought to be held accountable. Because resources cannot be exploited so drastically and yet the situation goes unnoticed or people are oblivious to this issue taking into consideration the impact and effect this has on society and our well-being. The doors of opportunity still remain closed for some of our fellow brothers and sisters, due to the corrupt governance that resides behind the fancy desks of our country’s statesmen and women.
Effect the problem has on society.

Corruption in our country has become like a merciless and cyclical disease of cancer which has dexterously eaten away at the morality of our nation, which has in turn made our country a sickly valetudinarian. It has taken food right out of the mouths of the poor. It has taken the shield of protection and shelter away from the vulnerable, leaving them exposed and helpless to the predation of poverty. Only a fraction of our country’s population will ever truly know and experience the benefits of having proper sanitation and healthy living conditions because not everyone has come to experience proper service delivery. 
Although corruption can also be counter-argues as more of a legal issue, with further analysis it becomes more evident that the “legalities” of corruption all boil down to a moral conflict of whether something is right or wrong. In this context , having evaluated all the impediments that corruption has had on the development of our national advancement. We have established that corruption is immoral more importantly because on a global scale, it has hindered the growth of our economic and social growth. Not only is this another form of infringement and “bad behaviour” from our flawed governing system but it is a clear indication of just how urgently we want to eradicate the problem of corruption in our country. 

According to a societal perspective, the immorality of corruption has undermined the intelligence and integrity of South Africa and more importantly our constitutional rights. The corruption within this country has gone against every principle of transparency and communal trust between the citizens of this country and the government.
Further analogy on our argumentation.

In establishing that corruption is a moral issue it is fair to say that the moral stance of our leaders is a detriment to the well-being of society and it puts into the question how far they are willing to go to get what they want at the expense of societies well-being.

How we are going to tackle the problem.

Our stance as well as approach (as scythe) in eradicating corruption is to get as many people involved in this cause as we possibly can. We believe that participation from society is extremely essential. We also believe that silence is consent, and we would like to empower people to not only become aware but to also act upon that awareness by speaking up against the immorality of corruption in our country because by them advocating for what is right and just, they are transforming the vile circumstances of a corrupt society and moulding it into a just and burden free environment where every member of society benefits.

By allowing people to speak up against corruption in schools and society, we dealing with the problem directly because we are enabling people to exercise the only form of affirmative power which they have. Not only are they showing them how they can solve the problem but we are also providing them with the necessary tools to do so, by allowing our youth to take part in corruption awareness competitions such as MYSA and creating further awareness by helping people to follow and subscribes to initiatives such as Corruption Watch.

Corruption does not only affect the older generation but it also affects the youth (who should in actual be the main beneficiaries of a just system) and as a result, we deem it very important to empower them to become as involved as possible in these competitions and initiatives which will serve as a medium or tool for them to voice their grievances with regard to the immorality of corruption of our country. We want to implement procedures and regulations which will allow the youth to participate while receiving some form of protection, mainly so that they do not become victimised while advocating for their beliefs. We hope to achieve this by allowing participants to actively take part anonymously. By implementing these opportunities (with regulations) will immediately be taken a step forward eradicating the burden if corruption in our country. 

Formulating a strategy to eliminate corruption is one step closer to dealing with this predicament of injustice, however implementing this policy with immediate effect is even more crucial because it will ensure that not only have we identified the problem and formulated solutions to eradicate it, but we are also prepared to deal with the problem effectively and with great urgency. Faith without actions is futile and that is why we don’t just hope that the problem will dissipate by itself. Instead of turning a blind eye, we are making the hopes to defeat corruption a reality by implementing a clear action plan which does not compromise the moral values and stance of our people. With this observation, we feel that this policy should be implemented as soon as possible and we have decided that there is no better time than NOW.

In order for this initiative to spread beyond the borders of just our schooling perimeters and environments, we need a FURTHER AND BIGGER BUY-IN from the whole of society because a thousand voices are definitely louder and better than one. The awareness which we are raising should not only remain within the circle of its pioneers but rather, it should spread and become viral within the whole of society so that there is a stronger sense of uniformity in the fight for a common cause. We want to create a culture of initiative from society with this empowerment and because the people have been silenced for so long, we fell that this policy is the perfect medium for them to finally break away that silence and de-attach themselves from the oppression which has been imposed by corruption, in all its forms.

In order for us to sustain as well as operate these initiatives and their implementations, there needs to be some sort of financial aid or resource. We believe that through the use and investment of private institutions, which are approachable and willing to fund these ideas for such a beneficial and legitimate cause, we will be able to proceed in the goal to raise vast awareness, with the aid of proper resources as well as facilities/resources, along with the support of our parliament. Associations such as Corruption Watch are a government initiative and considering the fact that their main goal is to raise an awareness against corruption, we believe that we could initiate similar initiatives which are easily accessible to the young for them to pioneer this project and take leadership in advocating for crucifixion of corruption in our beloved country, South Africa.

We have clearly identified and stated the problem, which is the immorality of corruption. We have found relevant and strategic measures of eradicating corruption in our country by empowering people to speak out against corruption because silence is consent. We have formulated the necessary tools to make sure that we achieve the mandate of our policy as well as to source the funds which will be used to implement this cause. We have indicated the common ground which we as the citizens of our country are all fighting upon, and that is to finally have a governing system which does not undermine the rights of its people and to create a culture of efficiency, transparency and loyalty between the government and society. All we want is justice and that is exactly what this policy will allow us to achieve. Speak out.
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